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Literary Summary and Citations in Academic Writing
Question 1: What goes into a good literary summary? When would you use a summary in academic writing? Must be at least 250 words.
A good literary summary involves a brief presentation of information of a price of writing. This piece of writing can either be a literary piece of work such as a story or a novel or can as well be a formal piece of writing such as a letter. In whichever case, summarization can be used to bring out the same point being stated in the piece of writing more briefly and concisely through focussing on the main points. Therefore, when summarizing a piece of writing, the main points that go into a good literary summary are the main points being made by the piece of writing being summarized. Also, the central theme of the literary piece being summarized is important in a good literary summary.
A summary in academy writing can be used in many situations. A perfect example of the time a summary can be used in academic writing is when writing argumentative essays. The claims made by an author in a scholarly source can be summarized to back the main argument of the essay being written. Furthermore, when writing annotated bibliographies for the sources to be used in a research paper, a summary of the sources that the writer plans to use in writing the research paper is vital. These two situations are perfect examples of when a summary can be used in academic writing. I would also use a summary when compressing the plot of a novel or short story in a literature class. In such a situation, I can use a summary to note down the happenings of the story so that it would be easier to remember the various happenings in a book without necessarily reading the book itself.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 2: What is the purpose of citation in academic writing? In other words, why do you need to cite your sources, and when should you cite them? Must be at least 250 words
Citation refers to placing an appropriate acknowledgement of the source of information when using it in an essay or any other academic writing. Citation is done using various writing styles ranging from the American Psychology Association (APA) style to other styles such as Modern Language Association (MLA), Chicago and Harvard styles. Whichever the style, the main purpose of citation is to give credit to the source of the information being used to back up claims or points being made in a piece of academic writing. Often when doing academic writing, we borrow information from books, scholarly articles and even internet material. Whenever we use such materials, we are supposed to cite the source. This citation serves the purpose of acknowledging that that information is not ours and we sourced it from so and so. This helps to give the deserved credit to the authors of the information that we use to support our ideas and points in our writing.
There are many reasons why I need to cite my sources. The main reason why I need to cite my sources is to avoid academic dishonesty, particularly plagiarism. Plagiarism refers to the act of presenting someone else materials as one’s own material without acknowledging the source of that material. Plagiarism is a serious offense in academic writing and as a student, it can make me score zero and even lose my admission. Therefore, the main reason why I have to cite the sources I use is to ensure that I avoid plagiarism. Another reason why I need to cite my sources is to be able to give appropriate credit to the authors of the sources I use to support my claims, points or ideas in my writing. This shows a high level of academic integrity and honesty which is vital in academic writing.
